
Wow, what a year we have had in 2011!  
We have welcomed a record number of new 

families to the Riverland over the last twelve 
months and I would like to say a huge thank you 
to every member of our wonderful Riverland 

Medical Family Network  for going out of their 
way to ensure our new families have had all the    

resources, contacts and friendships required to 
make them feel part of their new communities.  
 

Families have been busy expanding, hosting   
visits from family members and trecking off   

overseas to enjoy both holidays and family visits. 
Congratulations must be extended to many of our families on          
becoming new  Australlian Citizens.  

 
This issue of River Ramblings is a showcase of the events, activities 

and celebrations that we have shared during 2011. I hope you enjoy 
the opportunity to revisit the events that have kept us extremely busy 

this year.  

Rachel Hampshire 

Senior Program Officer RDGP 

RDGP 

Christmas 

Closure Dates 

The RDGP office 
will be closed on 
Thursday 22nd 
December and 

reopens on 
Wednesday 4th 

January 

 

 

Bush Crisis Line 
Freecall: 1800 805 391 

Confidential 24hr telephone debriefing service for  

Rural & Remote 

health practitioners & their families 

 

Doctorôs Health Advisory Service 
Phone: (08) 8273 4111 

 

24/7 MIGA Advisory Service 
Phone: (08) 8238 4444 

 

Supporting Riverland Medical Families  



 
Easter Egg Hunt 
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The  RMFN Easter function, held at the Mallee Fowl Restaurant was 

wonderfully attended and despite the wild weather Easter Bunny still 

managed to put in an appearance and dish out a few delicious 

treats. Face painting was a hit and thanks must go to all mums and 

dads who shared their face painting skills.  



Dr John Penna  was 

honoured at the 

ACRRM Rural Medicine 

Australia Conference 

with a Distinguished 

Service Award.  

T h e  A C R R M          

Distinguished Service Awards recognises Fellows, 

Members or non -medical persons who have  provided a specific and/or 

significant and/or long -standing contribution to Rural and Remote 

Medicine and/or general service to the rural community.  

Congratulations John.  

Practice Updates 
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Congratulations to Dr Barry  Trewren 

and the team at Berri Family Medical 
Practice on the official opening of 

their newly completed  renovations.  

Welcome to Eve Rogers,  

River Docôs ED newly appointed 
Chief Executive Officer.  

Thank you to all our local GPs, practice staff and 

families for making this years PRCC students year 

one to remember.  They have thoroughly enjoyed 

their year and we look forward to  welcoming the  

next cohort early in the new year.  

Dr Rick Fielke, currently a Registrar at the Waikerie   

Medical Clinic, was recognised with the President Award 
for outstanding service to the AMA (SA) at their Gala   

Dinner on Saturday 21st May. Dr Rick Fielke is currently 
Chair of the AMA(SA) Doctors in Training Committee and 

has held this position since May 2009.  



The Roaring 
20ôs Reaches 

RDGP 
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1920ôs fever swept over the Riverland Division of General  Practice at 

this yearôs Annual General Meeting, held at Rustonôs Rose Garden in 

Renmark.  

More than 45 guests attended the 1920ôs themed event, dressed in 

an array of costumes ranging from colourful flapper dresses to    

gangster attire, with Mickey Mouse even making an appearance! 

Guests were greeted with 1920ôs inspired martinis and  champagne 

cocktails on arrival and even enjoyed a Charleston dance lesson 

thanks to Rosie Clark.  

The event was an opportunity to officially present the 2010/2011     

Annual Report, and for RDGP members and staff to network and    

celebrate the yearôs successes in a fantastic and fun  environment.  

The evening was also an opportunity to acknowledge the commitment 

and service of our regionôs GPs, with long service awards being     

presented to 16 GPs who have provided more than 10 years of      

service to the Riverland community .  



Long Serving GPs 
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10 Year Service 
Award  
Dr Grant Baker  
Dr Elizabeth Parsimei 
Dr Raphael Torome 
Dr Ken Wanguhu 
 

15 Year Service 
Award  
Dr Andrew Searles 
 

20 Year Service 
Award  
Dr Michael Betts 
Dr Ian Gartley 
Dr Peter Hamilton 
Dr Annette Newson 
Dr Kevin Stanton 
Dr Barry Trewren 
 

25 Year Service 
Award  
Dr John Dunn 
Dr Alan Miller 
Dr Paul Smith 
 

30 Year Service 
Award  
Dr John Penna 
Dr David Rosenthal 

 


